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The Honorable Henry Waxman

Chairman

Committee on Energy and Commerce

United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Edward Markey

Chairman

Subcommittee on Energy and Environment

United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20515
Dear Chairman and Ranking Member,

Thank you for including the adoption of Complete Streets policies as a recommended step for States and Metropolitan areas to take as they write climate change plans under the provisions of H.R. 2454, the American Clean Energy and Security Act. By ensuring that all roads are planned and designed for everyone using them, we can make it much easier to reduce the hundreds of thousands of short car trips that contribute to global warming and congestion. The 2001 National Household Transportation Survey reveals that 50% of all trips in metropolitan areas are three miles or less and 28% are one mile or less – distances easily traversed by foot or bicycle. Yet 65 percent of trips under one mile are now made by automobile, in part because incomplete streets make it dangerous or unpleasant to walk, bicycle, or take public transportation. Complete streets policies are an important element of the nation’s climate change toolbox, and we are pleased this policy approach is included in H.R. 2454.

The National Complete Streets Coalition brings together transportation practitioners and groups representing users of the transportation system, as well as groups with concerns ranging from the environment to public health. More than 50 public-interest organizations support complete streets, ranging from advocates such AARP, Paralyzed Veterans of America, and the American Public Health Association to practitioners such as the American Public Transportation Association, the American Planning Association, and the Institute of Transportation Engineers. All are working toward the adoption and implementation of Complete Streets policies at the federal, state, and local level. 

Americans want complete streets because they are convenient, improve people’s health, and save money on transportation. Moreover, they have an important role in fighting climate change, as you have recognized. Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
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Barbara McCann 

Executive Director

CC: Representative Doris O. Matsui

National Complete Streets Coalition


1707 L St. NW Suite 1050


Washington, DC 20036


phone: 202-207-3355 x15


fax: 202-207-3349


info@completestreets.org








AARP ( Active Living by Design ( Alliance for Biking and Walking ( America Bikes ( America Walks ( American Council of the Blind ( American Planning Association ( American Public Transportation Association ( American Society of Landscape Architects ( Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals ( City of Boulder ( Institute of Transportation Engineers ( Kimley-Horn and Associates ( League of American Bicyclists ( National Center for Bicycling and Walking ( Safe Routes to School National Partnership ( Smart Growth America


