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What leaders are saying about the Complete Streets Act of 2009:

“When Americans choose to leave their car at home and walk or ride a bike to school or work,
they are making a healthy decision. We need to ensure streets, intersections and trails are
designed to make them easier to use and maximize their safety," said Harkin. "This legislation
will encourage Americans to be more active, while also providing more travel options and
cutting down on traffic congestion.”

—Sen. Tom Harkin (D-1A)

“By diversifying our roadways, we can provide real alternatives to travel by car. The strength of
this legislation is that it recognizes that we face very real challenges today, many of which are
interwoven,” said Matsui. "By opening up our roadways to pedestrians and cyclists, we can
help ease the congestion on our nation's roads. In doing so, we will make progress fighting air
pollution and global warming, and we will take strides toward improving the health and
protecting the safety of people across our country.”

—Rep. Doris Matsui (D-CA)

“Rates of childhood obesity have tripled in recent years, and mayors clearly understand that
this is due in large part to the lack of a pedestrian infrastructure. In opening streets to multiple
modes of transportation, we are enabling a more active lifestyle by providing the option to get
out of cars. America’s mayors strongly endorse transportation policies that integrate
transportation, energy, environmental and public health.”

—Mayor Manuel A. (Manny) Diaz, President, US Conference of Mayors, Miami

“As Americans age, it will be critical to have mobility alternatives in order for older Americans
to get where they need to go and stay engaged in their communities. Absent better
transportation and pedestrian safety infrastructure policies and investments, we run the risk of
having a whole generation of older adults 'stranded in the suburbs.' Complete Streets policies
are essential to creating communities where all Americans can live while maintaining an active
and independent lifestyle.”

—Nancy LeaMond, AARP Executive Vice President, Social Impact

“A majority of trips in urban areas are distances short enough to walk and bicycle. A federal
Complete Streets law will ensure that our federal transportation investments provide for these
low-cost, low-emission modes.”

—Caron Whitaker, Executive Director, America Bikes



“This legislation will support good planning that makes our transportation system safe and
accessible for all users. The planning and construction of complete streets will not only provide
citizens with more and better transportation choices that are safe and convenient but also lead
to communities that are more vibrant, competitive and sustainable.”

—Paul Farmer, American Planning Association Executive Director and CEO

“We know that Complete Streets help people get daily physical activity and lead to cleaner,
safer air -- essential ingredients for health. This bill will ensure that federal transportation
investments help fight obesity, reduce asthma rates and mitigate the negative health effects of
climate change.”

—Georges C. Benjamin, MD, FACP, FACEP (E), executive director, American Public Health
Association

“Senator Harkin and Congresswoman Matsui understand that unless we change how we build
our roads, we will face an endless cycle of rising transportation costs, increased congestion, and
more pedestrian and cycling accidents. In today's economy, every community wants more safe
transportation options that are less expensive and our state transportation departments must
adjust accordingly.”

—Michael Replogle, Transportation Director, Environmental Defense Fund

“The National Association of Realtors is pleased to support the Complete Streets Act of 2009.
We believe that this legislation, once enacted, will help to improve communities by assuring
that all citizens have access to whatever means of transportation best meets their needs.”
—Charles McMillan, President, National Association of Realtors®

“Throughout millennia of history, streets have belonged to everyone - it is only in recent
decades that we have made them unsafe and inconvenient for anyone not in a car, and
frequently inconvenient even for those who are. This bill would begin to bring some balance
back to this critical part of our communities and help streets function for people again.”
—Kaid Benfield, Smart Growth Director, National Resources Defense Council

“The existing Safe Routes to School program is only a fraction of what is needed to build
sidewalks, pathways, crosswalks, and other safety improvements around schools, so Complete
Streets policies are critical to creating a safe and healthful environment for children.”
—Deborah Hubsmith, Director, Safe Routes to School National Partnership

“The Complete Streets Act of 2009 is an important down payment on a renewed vision for
transportation that will help communities make their streets safe and inviting for everyone who
uses them, whether walking, biking, catching the bus or driving. With more than 80 jurisdictions
across the country already moving to adopt such policies, federal investment will help
thousands more take the this important step toward creating a transportation network for the
21st century.”

—James Corless, Campaign Director, Transportation For America



“Complete streets not only make our communities safer, they also make them healthier by
encouraging walking and bicycling. At a time when far too many Americans-especially our
children-are overweight and inactive providing the opportunity for increased physical activity
can help prevent chronic diseases such as diabetes, heart disease and cancer. It makes sense to
provide people with as many options as possible for incorporating physical activity into their
daily lives.”

—Neil Nicoll, President and CEO, YMCA of the USA



