CITY OF RENTON, WASHINGTON
ORDINANCE NO. _5517

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RENTON, WASHINGTON, AMENDING CHAPTER

4, CITY-WIDE PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS, AND CHAPTER 6, STREET

AND UTILITY STANDARDS, OF TITLE IV (DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS) OF

ORDINANCE NO. 4260 ENTITLED “CODE OF GENERAL ORDINANCES OF THE CITY

OF RENTON, WASHINGTON”, TO UPDATE MINIMUM STREET DESIGN

STANDARDS WITH COMPLETE STREETS PRINCIPLES TO ENABLE SAFE AND

CONVENIENT ACCESS AND TRAVEL FOR ALL USERS, AND TO FOSTER A SENSE OF

PLACE IN THE PUBLIC REALM WITH ATTRACTIVE DESIGN AMENITIES.

WHEREAS, the goal of the Transportation Element in the Renton Comprehensive Plan is
to provide a balanced multi-modal transportation system with various transportation choices
such as automobiles, buses, rail, transit, bicycles, and walking, that will serve existing and future
residential and employment growth; and

WHEREAS, Renton Comprehensive Plan policy states non-motorized transportation
modes should be developed in tandem with motorized transportation systems, recognizing
safety, user diversity, and experiential diversity; and

WHEREAS, Renton Comprehensive Plan policy promotes new developments and
attractive, safe, and healthy neighborhoods that are walkable places to live, shop, play, and get
to work without having to drive; and

WHEREAS, Renton Comprehensive Plan promotes and encourages pedestrian and
bicycle traffic within all areas of the City and not only as a viable means of transportation, but
as an important method for maintaining overall health and fitness of Renton’s citizens; and

WHEREAS, Renton Comprehensive Plan policy supports pedestrian-oriented

environments that address safety as a first priority and the use of a landscape strip along the

roadway as a safety buffer between pedestrians and moving vehicles; and



ORDINANCE NO. 5517

WHEREAS, Renton Comprehensive Plan policy promotes planting trees along streets;
and

WHEREAS, Renton Comprehensive Plan policy encourages residential streets to be
constructed to the narrowest widths feasible, curb to curb, without impeding emergency
vehicle access; and

WHEREAS, this matter was duly referred to the Planning Commission for investigation,
study, and the matter having been duly considered by the Planning Commission, and the zoning
text amendment request being in conformity with the Renton Comprehensive Plan, as
amended;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RENTON, WASHINGTON, DOES
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION|I.  Subsection 4-4-0801.3.b, Single Family and Duplex Uses, of Chapter 4,
City-Wide Property Development Standards, of Title IV (Development Regulations) of Ordinance
No. 4260 entitled “Code of General Ordinances of the City of Renton, Washington”, is hereby
amended to read as follows:

b. Single Family and Duplex Uses: The maximum width of single loaded
garage driveways shall not exceed nine feet (9') and double loaded garage
driveways shall not exceed sixteen feet (16’).

SECTION Il.  Subsection 4-6-060A, Purpose, of Chapter 6, Street and Utility Standards,
of Title IV (Development Regulations) of Ordinance No. 4260 entitled “Code of General

Ordinances of the City of Renton, Washington”, is hereby amended to read as follows:
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A. PURPOSE:

It is the purpose of this section to establish design standards and
development requirements for street improvements to insure reasonable and
safe access to public and private properties. These improvements include
appropriately scaled sidewalks related to the urban context, a range of
landscape buffers, curbs, gutters, street paving, monumentation, signage, and
lighting, to be developed with complete streets principles. Complete streets
principles are to plan, design, and operate streets to enable safe and convenient
access and travel for all users including pedestrians, bicyclists, transit riders, and
people of all ages and abilities, as well as freight and motor vehicle drivers, and
to foster a sense of place in the public realm with attractive design amenities.

SECTION Ill. Subsection 4-6-060B, Administering and Enforcing Authority, of Chapter
6, Street and Utility Standards, of Title IV (Development Regulations) of Ordinance No. 4260
entitled “Code of General Ordinances of the City of Renton, Washington”, is hereby amended
to read as follows:

B. ADMINISTERING AND ENFORCING AUTHORITY:

The Administrator of the Department of Community and Economic
Development and/or designee is responsible for the general administration and
coordination of this section.

SECTION IV. Subsection 4-6-060C, Applicability, of Chapter 6, Street and Utility
Standards, of Title IV (Development Regulations) of Ordinance No. 4260 entitled “Code of

General Ordinances of the City of Renton, Washington”, is hereby amended to read as follows:
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C. APPLICABILITY:

The standards in this section will be used for all public and private street
improvements within the City of Renton. Whenever a building permit is applied
for or application made for a short plat or a full subdivision, the applicant for
such permit and/or application shall build and install certain street
improvements, including, but not limited to: lighting on all adjacent right-of-
ways, and all private street improvements on access easements. The minimum
design standards for streets are listed in the tables set forth in subsection 4-6-
060F.2. These standards will determine specific street improvement
requirements for development projects, including short plats and subdivisions.

SECTION V. Subsection 4-6-060E.3, Waiver of Dedication, of Chapter 6, Street and
Utility Standards, of Title IV (Development Regulations) of Ordinance No. 4260 entitled “Code
of General Ordinances of the City of Renton, Washington”, is hereby amended to read as
follows:

3. Waiver of Dedication: The Administrator of the Community and Economic
Development and/or designee may waive the requirement for additional right-
of-way dedication pursuant to RMC 4-9-250C, Waiver Procedures, where it is
determined by the Administrator and/or designee that construction of full street
improvements is not anticipated in the future.

SECTION VI. Subsection 4-6-060F, Public Street and Sidewalk Design Standards, of
Chapter 6, Street and Utility Standards, of Title IV (Development Regulations) of Ordinance No.

4260 entitled “Code of General Ordinances of the City of Renton, Washington”, is hereby
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amended to change the title to “Public Street Right-of-Way Design Standards”, and to read as
follows.
F. PUBLIC STREET RIGHT-OF-WAY DESIGN STANDARDS:

1. Level of Improvements: The minimum level of street improvements
required are listed in the following tables including but not limited to curbs,
planting strips, sidewalks, and lighting.

a. Street Lighting Exemption: No street lighting is required for the
following smaller project sizes: 2-4 units for residential; 0-5,000 square feet
commercial; or 0-10,000 square feet industrial.

b. Additional Walkway Requirement: A pedestrian walkway to the
arterial is required for the following larger project sizes with more than: 20 units
residential; 10,000 square feet commercial; or 20,000 square feet industrial.

2. Minimum Design Standards for Public Streets and Alleys: All such
improvements shall be constructed to the City Standards for Municipal Public
Works Construction. Standards for construction shall be as specified in the
following table, and by the Administrator of the Department of Community and

Economic Development and/or designee.

MINIMUM DESIGN STANDARDS TABLE FOR PUBLIC STREETS AND ALLEYS:







